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W 
ith the end of the 2009-2010 

school year approaching, many 

students are beginning to think 

about their schedules for the upcoming 

year. The guidance department has been 

busy planning and placing students in 

appropriate classes for September. Next 

year, Sleepy Hollow students and teachers 

will experience a big change in schedul-

ing. Every class for high school students 

will be blockedða major change for 

freshmen and sophomores, who have 

previously had single-period math and 

language classes. Though this might seem 

like a drastic change to some, others con-

sider it a simple and logical transition. In 

fact, almost all classes in Sleepy Hollow 

are blocked already.  

          Mrs. Conklin explains that originally 

it was thought that ninth and tenth grade 

students would benefit from the repetition 

of math and language skills through every-

day single periods. These single periods 

were also intended to ease the transition 

from middle to high school for underclass-

men. However, in many other schools 

across the country, educators believe that 

having math and language every day does 

not benefit students.  

          To simplify scheduling for next year, 

math and language classes at Sleepy Hol-

low will be double periods every other day 

for every grade. This will also cause all 

electives to be blocked, which will be 

beneficial to many students, who could get 

more accomplished during double periods 

of art and music classes than they could 

during single periods. 

          There are other advantages that 

come with this change in scheduling. First, 

class sizes will be more evenly distributed. 

This will be very important next year be-

cause classes will be made larger as a 

result of the new budget. Students will also 

have more time to do their homework, as 

assignments will no longer be due every 

day. However, this demands more respon-

sibility and better time management, espe-

cially for the upcoming freshmen. ñIt will 

not be that much of a transition though, 

since some of our classes are already 

blocked this year,ò replied Alec Stoll, an 

eighth grader excited to move up to high 

school. 

          Despite its numerous benefits, some 

students do not welcome this change. 

ñNinety minutes is just too longò said 

SHHS Science Researchers Continue to Excel 
By Adam Caspari  

Block Scheduling to  
Prevail in 2010-2011 
By Paula Unger  

S 
leepy Hollowôs Science Research 

program had great successes at 

competitions this year. The compe-

tent group of students won 27 awards in 

total, the second larg-

est number in the 

programôs history. 

The students, who 

have all been in-

volved in the program 

since the tenth grade, 

presented a wide 

variety of projects, 

ranging from green roofs to pre-mRNA 

splicing. Ms. Longo-Abinanti, Sleepy 

Hollowôs Science Research instructor, says 

that she ñloves her students,ò who ñdo 

quality work.ò 

          The Science Research program at 

Sleepy Hollow provides a unique oppor-

tunity for students to conduct an in-depth 

study in a scientific discipline of their 

choice. Since projects are complex and 

extremely thorough, students partake in the 

program for all three of their final years of 

high of school. Science Research requires 

a large commitment from students, and 

also allows Lon-

go-Abinanti to 

ñreally get to 

know each and 

every [student],ò 

as she said dur-

ing a speech at 

this yearôs Sci-

ence Research 

Symposium. 

          The 13th Annual Sleepy Hollow 

High School Science Research Symposi-

um was held on April 28th this year. It 

featured presentations from students from 

all three Science Research classes. The 

seniors, who were the only power-point 

presenters of the night, dedicated the sym-

posium to Principal Conklin. Conklin has 

been a firm supporter of the program since 

its formation thirteen years ago, 

when it only included 13 students (it 

now has 60). 

          Since the first class began 

competitions in 2000, Sleepy Hol-

low Science Research students have 

achieved recognition on a regional, 

national, and international scale. 

Students have attended the Intel Interna-

tional Science and Engineering Fair 

(ISEF), the largest and one of the most 

prestigious science fairs for high school 

students, on five separate occasions. One 

of these was last year, when Tara Bonan-

no, now a senior, attended ISEF (which 

rotates location each year) in Reno, Neva-

da. Two students have also attended the 

three-year-old International Sustainable 

World (Energy, Engineering, Environ-

ment) Project Olympiad (ISWEEEP). One 

of these students is senior Adam Fry, who 

competed in Houston, Texas earlier this 

year and won first place in the environ-

ment category. In addition, Madeleine 

LaRue, Elyssa Swanson, and Adam Fry 

qualified to compete in the New York 

State Junior Science and Humanities Sym-

posium (NY-JSHS) in Albany, where 

Swanson won first place in behavioral 

science. 

          Ms. Longo-Abinanti says that bring-

ing her students to competitions is ñthe 

most awesome experience that a teacher 

can have,ò as students are recognized for 

their hard work. Not surprisingly, Longo-

Abinanti describes the days at these com-

petitions as ñfullò, frequently lasting from 8 

Voters OK TUFSD Budget  
By Nate Caspari  

òI 
 would like to think the vote reflect-

ed a general sense that we had pro-

duced a budget that preserved the 

kinds of programs and services that the com-

munity values in our public school system, 

while reflecting sensitivity to the current 

economic environment,ò Dr. Howard Smith 

told the Hudson Independent, after the 

$63.44 million budget passed with a vote of 

793 to 571 on May 18, 2010. The budget 

was designed to give the school more money 

in its time of need, while not heavily increas-

ing the already high taxes that plague the 

area. The budget, however, will cost the jobs 

of twelve teachers, and a place many have 

grown to love, Tappan Hill. 

          Tappan Hill is the Union Free School 

District of the Tarrytowns (TUFSD) kinder-

garten (Kindergarten students will be moved 

to the John Paulding School). ñI am probably 

like many other parents; I am really sorry to 

see Tappan Hill close. It was a perfect envi-

ronment for kindergarteners, but I did vote 

for the budget, and I think closing Tappan 

Hill is the right thing to doò says parent 

Arline Segal. Despite this closing, taxes will 

increase by .10% for the citizens of Tar-

rytown, while citizens of Sleepy Hollow will 

experience a much more dramatic tax in-

crease of 6.62%. 

          Spending in the budget will be in-

creased by 1.48%. As mentioned earlier, the 

budget aims to keep vital programs, and tries 

to make the least impact on students. Dr. 

Smith is attempting to keep the sports and 

fine arts budgets intact, and prevent failure in 

the educational budget itself.  If the budget 

had not passed, much more severe cuts 

would have been made, due to the reduced 

amount of income (mainly state aid) availa-

ble to the school district. Some types of 

school spending that would be likely to be 

reconsidered would have been: band, chorus, 

orchestra, full day kindergarten, summer 

school, the challenge program, sports, bus 

transportation and many afterschool activi-

ties. The plan passed will decrease school 

district spending, and will increase the 

amount of income generated from taxes on 

Sleepy Hollow and Tarrytown citizens. 

Another cost saving measure for next year is 

the streamlining of the school districtôs trans-

portation system. The closure of Tappan Hill 

will create fewer dismissal times, decreasing 

the need for transportation-related resources.  

        The plan also suggests the complete 

elimination of school bus monitors. When 

the school budget is put into effect, the school 

will experience many changes. However, as 

mentioned earlier, central administration 

hopes it will have the least impact on stu-

dentsô education. 
Continued on Page 3 
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Guitar & Film Classes Cut 
By Sophie Simon  
          For years, Mr. Dileo has been a teacher 

and friendly face around Sleepy Hollow. 

There is little doubt that this Guitar and Film 

teacher is one of the most-loved teachers in 

the high school. Known for his love of mov-

ies and music, as well as his ability to pro-

duce smiles, Mr. Dileo has touched the lives 

of many, both inside and outside of the class-

room. 

          Mr. Dileoôs guitar classes have always 

been popular with freshmen and seniors 

alike, whether they are hoping to learn a few 

chords or to become skilled on the instru-

ment. His other class, Film, has given stu-

dents the opportunity to create their own 

movies, while the Film club has been an 

outlet for students to watch and appreciate 

good movies together. In addition, once 

school hours are over, Mr. Dileo acts as the 

advisor of the stage crew, teaching members 

how to work the lights and sound to ensure 

that school productions run smoothly. His 

various roles have certainly kept him busy 

over the years. 

          However, due to the new budget that 

will be implemented in the 2010-2011 

school year, the Guitar and Film classes will 

no longer be available to students. Because 

the district is facing pressures to find savings, 

it has been forced to reconsider any ñextraò 

components of the budgetðGuitar and Film 

classes falling into this category. 

          Many students were extremely disap-

pointed by this news. Sophomore Rob Don-

diego, who is in Mr. Dileoôs Film class, ex-

plains, ñI loved his classes, everybody does. 

Theyôre probably the most requested clas-

sesé Thatôs why I was shocked to hear they 

were being cut!ò Junior Marco Kostaras also 

expressed dismay. ñHonestly, I feel like it 

doesnôt make sense,ò he says, adding, ñHe 

got me started playing music.ò 

          The music, sports, and extracurricular 

programs run by the school were all at risk to 

be reduced, but the aim of the new budget 

was to create changes that would have mini-

mal impact on students. Eliminating Guitar 

and Film classes will save the district a large 

sum of money, without taking away Mr. 

Dileoôs job. According to the plan, Mr. Dileo 

will be moved to Washington Irving, where 

he will take over the position of leading the 

orchestra. As Mr. Dileo puts it, he will be 

ñcontinuing their study of classical music, but 

infusing it with [his] own style of modern 

rock music.ò  

          Many high school students are happy to 

hear that Mr. Dileo will still be around after 

school to help out with stage crew. Stage 

crew members are relived and certainly glad 

that they wonôt be losing the most important 

member of their team. ñI donôt know what 

we wouldôve done without him for stage 

crew,ò says sophomore Kerry Evans.  

          Junior Sean Kirkpatrick also has many 

good things to say about Mr. Dileo. ñFilm 

class was the most fun I had all year. Also, 

Mr. Dileo is one of the funniest teachers in 

the school, and he is the best person to head 

the stage crew.ò Even Mr. Dileo seems to 

think pretty highly of himself. Walking in 

town, his cousin once told him, "I feel like 

I'm walking with a rock star..." What was 

Mr. Dileo's response? "You are." 

          Based on studentsô reactions, Mr. 

Dileoôs absence next year will certainly not 

go unnoticed. Mr. Dileo has had a huge 

impact on the school, which will be truly 

missed. Mr. Sprague, also a teacher in the 

music department, sends Mr. Dileo off with 

positive support: ñMr. Dileo is an excellent 

teacher that will do a great job down at W.I.ò 

It seems all students would agree. 

Sleepy Hollow Students Attend HHREC Conference 
By Amelia Bonvento  
          On March 17th, eight other students and 

I, represented by global teacher Ms. Graham, 

participated in the 9th annual All Day Human 

Rights Institute of the Holocaust and Human 

Rights Educational Center (HHREC) at Man-

hattanville College. The workshop hosted not 

only Sleepy Hollow students, but sophomore 

representatives from 21 other schools in our 

area.  

          With over 300 students entering the 

dining hall, the day opened with an introduc-

tion about the conferenceôs purpose. Led by 

motivational speakers Omèkongo Dibinga 

and Michael Andrews, attendees learned 

about being ñupstandersò, or people who 

would speak up if faced with unjustness and 

opposition. The speakers then continued to 

talk about the history of the violation of hu-

man rights, ranging from the Holocaust, to 

present day issues, such as ongoing genocide. 

          After the introduction, we were split up 

into twelve different workshops, which were 

led by juniors and seniors who had attended 

this very event in previous years. The topics of 

these presentations included the environment, 

domestic crimes, human trafficking and 

womenôs rights, as well as many others. 

          Being a person who never shies away 

from defending womenôs rights, I, who was 

assigned into the latter workshop, was interest-

ed to hear what the presenters had to say. 

Three upperclassmen girls led the presenta-

tion, and the more they talked, the more dis-

gusted I became at how corrupt and heartless 

our world can really be. Here I was, along 

with a handful of other students. We had 

clothes on our backs, attended schools, and 

had the opportunity to go to workshops like 

these, whereas girls across the world, not 

much older than we are, were struggling just 

to stay alive on a day to day basis. The whole 

event was eye-opening for me, and by the 

looks on the faces of my peers, it was for them 

also. 

          During all of these presentations inform-

ing the sophomores around the campus, Ms. 

Graham and the other teachers attended a 

meeting with the HHRECôs director, Dr. 

Marlene Yahalom. In this workshop, the 

administrators and teachers discussed the 

connection between past and present human 

rights violations, and ways to expand oneôs 

own awareness within their schools. 

          During lunch, after a discussion within 

our own school groups, one representative 

from each school went up and shared their 

own accumulated ideas of how they were 

going to inform their school about what they 

had learned. Ideas ranged from having weekly 

in-school newscasts, to a monthly bulletin 

about ways in which one could help out in 

their community. 

          Closing the day, we had a Q&A session 

with two Holocaust survivors, Sel Hubert, and 

Susan Rothschild. These two speakers were 

also featured in the film ñTestimony of the 

Human Spiritò. After the last of many ques-

tions had been answered, multiple students 

surrounded both Hubert and Rothschild, to 

share their gratitude and appreciation for 

speaking so generously on such a sensitive 

subject. We shook their hands, shared an 

embrace, all the while wiping away fragile 

tears that had been triggered by the conversa-

tion. 

          At the end of the workshop, as our group 

of eight awaited our bus, we all talked highly 

of the experience. It was very informative, and 

above all else, inspiring. ñYou are here for the 

people who cannot be.ò The words of 

Omèkongo Dibinga ran through my head, as 

we eagerly talked about ways to spread basic 

awareness throughout our own school com-

munity. I couldnôt help but thinking; if a one-

day workshop can inspire this much motiva-

tion for change, what could we do over the 

long run? The answer is simple: a whole lot of 

good . 

Gone But Not Forgotten 
A Tribute to Lucas Goldbaum 
By Jack Centra  
          Lucas Addison Goldbaum was 

born on January 22nd 1996. Lucas 

was shaping up to be an amazing 

person as he entered his teenage 

years. He did very well in school and 

was the starting goalie for one of the 

best soccer teams in the area, FC 

Westchester. Whether he was run-

ning the streets of Sleepy Hollow, playing 

sports or hanging out with his friends, he 

always had a smile on his face.  But just as 

he was getting ready for teenage life, he 

was diagnosed with an inoperable brain 

tumor. The doctors told his family he had 

around six months to live. However, since 

Lucas was a true fighter 

throughout the whole ex-

perience, he was able to 

hang on for far longer than 

six months. His loving 

family and all of the people 

involved in helping him 

through the ordeal did the 

best that they could to 

support him; whether it 

was cooking for him, tell-

ing him jokes or simply 

sitting by his bedside. It 

seemed as though there 

were always people there supporting him 

and his family. Sadly, the brainstem tumor 

took his life on May 12th 2010 at 11:44 

PM, 22 months after he was diagnosed.                                 

          The amount of love the community 

had for Lucas was never more apparent 

than at his funeral. Not only was the 

church packed to its limit, but there was a 

room behind the main church and a tent 

outside filled with people, who viewed the 

entire ceremony on a big screen. There 

were over 1200 people in attendance. To 

the surprise of many, the funeral was not a 

long, gloomy, drawn out event, but a won-

derful celebration of Lucasô great 14 years 

on earth. There is no question it was the 

exact way that he would have wanted it. 

           Lucas was a truly amazing person 

and an inspiration to all. 

He touched so many 

people during his time on 

earth and will be dearly 

missed by everybody 

here at Sleepy Hollow 

High School/Middle 

School along with the rest 

of the community. ñMy 

Story is pretty simple,ò 

said Lucas, ñone day I 

didn't have a brain tumor, 

and the next day I discov-

ered I did. Now I've got to 

battle this thing in my head and am very 

lucky to have an unbelievable family and 

friends fighting at my side.ò It takes a 

special 12 year old boy to handle the horri-

ble situation that he was put into with such 

maturity; not once did he complain. He 

was willing to do whatever it took to beat 

this disease. Although he is no longer with 

us, he will remain in our thoughts and 

hearts forever.  
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One Small Step: Becoming an Upperclassman 
By Harley Falasca  
         In life, everyone takes many ñstepsò. We 

take our very first steps when we are young; 

we say our first words, take our first bike rides 

and go to the beach for the first time. As we 

grow older, we take different types of steps. 

We go to school, introduce ourselves to peo-

ple to get our names out there, and essentially 

take steps to ready ourselves for the ñreal 

worldò. One step in that process is high 

school, and this year my class and I will be 

taking a step from being underclassmen, to 

being ñupperclassmenò, undoubtedly a more 

desirable tag. When we take this step, we 

gain some privileges; we will be permitted to 

use the lounge, we will be able to  get class 

rings and we might get a couple of free peri-

ods and other small features. We are begin-

ning to realize how fast life goes; we are 

almost halfway through high school and soon 

we will be taking SATôs and thinking about 

colleges. Outside of school, we realize that 

we are growing up and trying new things. 

We look at the middle-schoolers and realize 

that some of us once found it fun and cool to 

run around the hallways like maniacs, and 

that we once believed ñflirtingò was making 

fun of the person you liked or throwing paper 

balls at them. Now, people are driving, 

changing their looks, making new friends, 

and transforming as human beings. I remem-

ber just last year I was a kid with braces, 

ñAnnieò hair and no sense of how I was 

supposed to act. I know a lot of people read-

ing this are thinking ñyou still donôt know 

how to actò, but although I may get carried 

away at times, take a look at me last year and 

then take a good look at me this year and 

think hard about who I am now. Although I 

am still the same Harley you all ñknow and 

loveò, you have to admit that I have made 

some changes. 

         In the process of writing this article, I 

asked a few people what they thought about 

the topic. Stacey OôBrien, SHHS Math 

teacher didnôt even have to think. She said the 

main difference between first-year under-

classmen (freshmen) and first-year upper-

classmen (juniors) is ñmaturityò. She ex-

plained that freshman are still in the ñmiddle 

school mode,ò so they feel they will still be 

allowed to have second chances, and are not 

always as serious as they need to be about 

their work. When asked about juniors and the 

way they have changed, she said ñthey are 

more focused, more on task and more con-

cerned about making plans for college and 

beyond. They just carry themselves different-

ly.ò  

            When I asked Krista Bucci, a class-

mate and an impending upperclassmen, she 

noted several differences. She believed the 

biggest difference between the two was her 

mindset. She has different goals going into 

junior year, than she did entering freshman 

year. She thinks many juniors begin to see 

glimpses of who they may become as young 

adults. When she was a freshman, she didnôt 

know what to expect, where to go, and was 

unsure about what to do at times. She now 

feels comfortable, settled in, more mature, 

and more focused. She says it is time to buck-

le down and get everything done, (she hopes 

to finish high school strongly.) Like many 

others, Krista is amazed that she is already 

halfway through her high school years. 

         In order to get a different perspective I 

asked a parent of an incoming junior, Karen 

Bucci a few questions. She believes that ñkids 

entering ninth grade are a little shy and timid.ò 

She explains that many freshman are nervous 

about how the upperclassmen might treat 

them, which frequently leads them to ask a 

parentôs advice. As juniors, they separate 

themselves more from their parents and alt-

hough they have dreams, fantasies, questions, 

and insecurities, they are more likely to go to 

their friends with these feelings. Parents are 

slowly nudged out to make way for the inde-

pendent and autonomous young adults 

theyôre dying to be. Most parents would say 

that upperclassmen are a bit more difficult to 

get along with than their younger counter-

parts. But Mrs. Buci believes that many par-

ents are feeling loss more than anything else. 

òAs much as we enjoy seeing who our chil-

dren are becoming and how proud we are of 

them as they become upperclassmen, there 

will always be a part of us that misses the 

younger child that needed us and was more 

able to show it.ò 

          The reality of it is, life goes fast and we 

should enjoy it while we can. In less than a 

month, a new class will be entering the high 

school and another will be leaving, but only 

the Class of 2012 will be experiencing the 

transition from underclassmen to upperclass-

men, which is just ñone small stepò.  
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SHHS Walks for AIDS 
By Veronica Polanco  
          On May 16 this year, members of 

Gay-Straight Alliance (GSA) and many 

other students from Sleepy Hollow attend-

ed the annual AIDS Walk in New York 

City. The walk is intended to fight AIDS, a 

serious and often fatal disease of the im-

mune system. This year, the walk raised 

more than $10 million for HIV/AIDS pro-

grams and services in New York. More 

than 50 determined Sleepy Hollow students 

woke up at six on a Sunday morning to take 

part in this event. 

           Mrs. Dreher, advisor of GSA, orga-

nized Sleepy Hollowôs participation in this 

event. Many students were eager to join the 

effort and spent the entire day helping the 

cause. At about nine oôclock, students from 

Sleepy Hollow, all dressed in customized 

purple shirts, began their ten kilometer walk 

into Central Park. 

           Many people all around the world 

have unfortunately lost interest in AIDS, 

and efforts to help victims of this deadly 

disease have waned as a result. This walk 

helps to raise money and to spread the mes-

sage that the crisis of AIDS is not over. 

Students felt the gravity of the AIDS crisis 

more than ever when they looked around 

that day and saw thousands of people join-

ing together to help the cause. This event 

helped students at Sleepy Hollow think 

about their impact on the world and all they 

can do to help. 

             People that were new to the event 

were particularly affected. Sophomore 

Marbelis Concepcion said, ñIt was my first 

year attending this event and I honestly 

enjoyed myself. It was a wonderful experi-

ence, Iôm definitely doing it next year.ò 

             Students arrived back at Sleepy 

Hollow High School at 5 PM, exhausted, 

vigorous, and altered. They seemed to real-

ize that events like these are what Sleepy 

Hollow is all about: helping others that are 

less fortunate. ñItôs amazing to know youôre 

turning the tides in AIDS research and that 

your fundraising will potentially save a 

life,ò said Ariana Cember, member of GSA 

and senior at Sleepy Hollow High School. 

Many other students shared Arianaôs feel-

ings. At the end of the day, the students 

raised approximately $3,500. The AIDS 

Walk was a gratifying experience for all the 

students who participated and they will 

probably never forget it. 

Block Scheduling Continued from page 1 

freshman Andres Wilm, expressing a 

common complaint. Although students 

may initially share Wilmôs feelings, they 

will most likely realize the benefits that 

this system will bring. ñEvery student 

would only have three main classes each 

day, which would shorten the day signifi-

cantly,ò noted Mrs. Conklin, who is excit-

ed about the new system of scheduling. 

ñThis could actually make the day go a lot 

quicker,ò agreed Caryn Hummell, who 

realized the potential benefits of block 

scheduling. 

         This change will also strongly affect 

the foreign language and math teachers 

who teach freshmen and sophomores. ñI 

think this will be a great change,ò said 

Mrs. Kaiser, who recently attended a con-

ference about how to teach underclassmen 

for double period blocks. ñThis will really 

change the classroom experience. There 

will be a lot more group work, since itôs 

almost impossible for me to lecture for 

two periods.ò Having good attendance 

will be even more important now, Mrs. 

Kaiser pointed out, since missing one class 

would be equivalent to missing two les-

sons. 

          Despite some setbacks that this new 

scheduling might bring, it is generally an 

exciting and inevitable change for Sleepy 

Hollow. Foreign language and math clas-

ses will now have the freedom to do activ-

ities that last longer than 45 minutes. This 

freedom will hopefully lead to more excit-

ing lesson plans, as well as greater respon-

sibilities for underclassmen. Once the 

shock of this new scheduling wears off, 

many people will likely agree that this 

system is a large improvement from previ-

ous years. 
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