
          Students seemed to know about it 

before the news was officially announced: 

Mr. Baxter, respected sophomore English 

teacher, boys basketball coach, and faculty 

advisor of Hoofprints, was going to replace 

Mr. Alterbaum, come his retirement last 

spring. Word swept through the hallways 

every time the topic was mentioned. ñMr. 

Baxter?ò students would say in hushed 

tones. ñHeôs going to replace A-Bomb?ò 

Other students would shake their heads in 

affirmation. ñApparently thatôs what they 

are saying! Theyôre phasing him into it!ò         

          The changes going on within the 

faculty, though seemingly hidden from the 

student body, were quite routine for Mr. 

Baxter, who claimed that the idea was first 

pitched to him early on last school year. 

Having plenty of 

notice of the proposi-

tion, Baxter took it 

into serious consid-

eration. ñIt was a 

great opportunity, but 

I had to give it some 

thought, too,ò he stated, a natural response 

considering the drastic change in responsi-

bilities that the switch would require. But 

this change of pace isnôt so drastic after one 

hears about his teaching background. 

          ñMy first job was at Iona Prep as an 

English teacher. I also coached football 

and basketball and remained there for six 

years.ò Later on in his career, when he was 

working as a varsity basketball coach and 

teaching at a middle school in Rye, he 

received an offer 

to return to Iona 

and serve as the 

schoolôs headmas-

ter. Naturally, he 

took the opportu-

nity and  stayed in 

that position for four years. After that, Mr. 

Baxter took another job as principal, this 

time at Blind Brook High School, where 

he worked for three years. 

          Knowing that the administrative role 

has come Baxterôs way before, the fact that 

his name would come up during the ad-

ministrative shuffle seems almost ex-

pected. He certainly is geared up for the 

year ahead. ñIôm still teaching, just in a 

different way,ò he mentioned during the 

interview. ñThe lessons I teach are differ-

ent; my classroom has expanded.ò His 

optimism about the new job is quite appar-

ent; as he mentioned, it is a wonderful 

chance to be able to work with such a dy-

namic group of students, ranging from the 

shy and somewhat timid freshmen to the 

boisterous and proud seniors. Each of these 

groups of students was greeted by Mr. 

Baxter on the first day of school in the 

gymnasium. As usual, the students were 

settling into their seats, if not bustling 

around energetically. 

           ñYouôre all a captive audience on 

day one,ò he said, ñItôs the perfect time to 

share my expectations with the students.ò 

And what is Baxterôs main expectation for 
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Texting in the Lounge 
By Tommy Scoops  
The leaves arenôt the only thing chang-

ing as fall arrives in Sleepy Hollow. A big 

change coming to our school is the new rule 

permitting the use of cell phones in the stu-

dent lounge. Mr. Baxter began his new role as 

Assistant Principle with a bang. On the first 

day of school, he announced that cell phone 

use will be allowed in the lounge.   

 ñI think this is a great way for Mr. Bax-

ter to start off his career as Assistant Princi-

ple,ò says Junior Jack Bender. Allowing cell 

phone use in the lounge, ñgives me more time 

to focus on learning in class. I love learning!ò 

Jack wasnôt the only one excited; a roar of 

chatter erupted in the auditorium when Baxter 

announced this news on the first day of 

school. Mr. Baxter took a huge stride forward 

with this new change that he brought to the 

table. Baxter is not only helping the school 

adapt to changing times by integrating tech-

nology use into studentsô privileges, but is also 

gaining popularity among students around the 

high school. 

This new rule will allow students to 

focus more in class because they will not be 

worrying about responding to text messages 

and constantly checking their phones for 

incoming texts. ñI think itôs really beneficial 

because Iôm not distracting myself and de-

priving myself from learning by constantly 

checking my phone,ò stated Junior Emilie 

Bogusz. She also added, ñIôm always getting 

my phone taken away in class, but now that I 

am able to use it in the lounge I can hopefully 

avoid that.ò If successful, the rule will de-

crease the number of phones used in class.  

Less phones will be taken away by teachers 

and sent down to Mr. Baxterôs office, de-

creasing the number of students who get in 

trouble for this offense.   

Cell phone use in the lounge will also 

help students with their academic and daily 

needs. If students leave assignments or text-

books at home, now they can use their cell 

phones to contact their parents, who may be 

able to help their children. The usage of the 

cell phones could also help students study 

during their free periods or lunches. Cell 

phones, such as iPhones and Blackberrys, 

have the capability to surf the Internet so that 

students can look up articles or stories on differ-

ent websites to help them in the classroom.  

The use of cell phones in the lounge will 

not only help students in school but will also 

make school more enjoyable. School is a 

place for learning and maturing, but it should 

also be fun. The usage of cell phones in the 

lounge will make kids happier.  

Continued on Page 6 

          Imagine yourself swimming in a pool 

on a warm summer day, splashing, laughing, 

and playing games. Now imagine yourself 

swimming for three miles across the Hudson 

River and fighting for the lives of millions. 

On September 10th, senior 

Alexia Boumis and fresh-

man Taylor McClung were 

among three hundred swim-

mers who did exactly this. 

They swam for the Hudson 

River Swim for Life, a foun-

dation founded by Dennis 

Chillemi in 1991, when he 

was touched by the beauty of 

the Hudson River. Twenty 

years later, the Hudson River 

Swim for Life Foundation has partnered 

with the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society in 

an effort to help victims of blood cancer. This 

year was Alexiaôs third year and Taylorôs 

fifth year swimming for the cause. They are 

both members of the SHEDI swim team, 

and Alexia has also gone to Buffalo, New 

York for a state competition.   

          As I volunteered for the event, handing 

out ice creams to the exhausted swimmers, I 

got a chance to see Alexia and Taylor after 

their swim. Though extremely tired, both 

girls had proud, accomplished smiles on their 

faces. Alexia expressed her gratitude in being 

able to participate in the event. ñIt is incredi-

ble to see how many people are swimming 

and volunteering to make a difference. We 

swim for different people but for the same 

reason: to support finding a cure. Plus, itôs 

tons of fun and you feel so accomplished 

afterwards when youôre one of the few peo-

ple able to say, óI swam across the Hudson 

River!ôò People from both sides of the river 

came to the event that 

Saturday, joining 

together as swimmers, 

kayakers, volunteers, 

and sponsors. Volun-

teers worked for 

hours, setting up lunch 

for the returning 

swimmers while 

families gathered with 

signs of support. The 

swimmersô return was 

celebrated with a D.J. and live music. This 

event is expected to raise $150,000 for blood 

cancer this year. The event was a success 

thanks to the support of Alexia and Taylor 

and hundreds of other supporters.  

Swim For Life 
By Veronica Polanco  

From Academia to Administration 
Mr. Baxter Steps Up to the Plate as Vice Principal 
By Amelia Bonvento 

 

Surprise Snowbowl! For more varsity 

football highlights, see page  6.  
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 This September, Sleepy Hollow 

welcomed back well-loved physics 

teacher Ms. Madani. Both students and 

faculty are happy to see the familiar face 

back in the hallways and in her classroom, 

208W. After Madani's two-year leave of 

absence, many at Sleepy Hollow were 

excited for her long 

awaited-return. 

 Ms. Ma-

dani left at the end 

of the 2008-2009 

school year to move 

to Syracuse with 

her fiancée, so that 

he could attend 

medical school.  

She spent the last 

two years teaching 

physics to seniors at two different schools 

upstate, while attaining her second mas-

terôs degree in school administration. 

ñMight as well get another masterôs while 

I was up there!ò she joked.  This year, 

Madani has returned to Sleepy Hollow to 

teach AP Physics, considered by many 

students to be one of the most difficult 

courses at Sleepy Hollow. Many of her 

senior AP students, such as Brian Koffler 

and Sara Rennert, were in her Regents 

Physics class as freshman. Brian and Sara 

said that they waited until senior year to 

take AP Physics so that they could have 

Madani as a teacher again. ñI think that 

Madani coming back is great because I 

loved having her freshman year!ò said 

Brian. He added, ñand she's a great 

teacher!ò Sara said that Ms. Madani made 

her ñactually like physics.ò She explained, 

ñ[Ms. Madani] 

makes it interesting 

and relevant.ò Fel-

low senior Veronica 

Polanco agreed, 

ñShe was the reason 

I started liking sci-

ence, so that's why 

I'm glad to have her 

back.ò What about 

the students who 

haven't been in her 

class before? They like her too! Physics is, 

ñone of the harder APsò explains junior 

Jack Schnog, but Ms. Madani, ñmakes it 

fun and enjoyable.ò  

 When asked why she came 

back to Sleepy Hollow after leaving, Ms. 

Madani replied, ñI wanted to see the sun-

shine.ò She added, ñand I came back for 

the class of 2012!ò It seems the class of 

2012 is also happy to see her come back to 

Sleepy Hollow. 

Madani Returns for the 
Class of 2012 
By Sophie Simon  

Class of 2012 Takes Action in the Community 
By Paula Unger  

          It is not a surprise that Sleepy Hollow 

students are already hard at work creating 

community service projects that they hope 

to launch this coming school year. The 

senior class in particular is known for being 

a kind-hearted bunch of students who are 

always willing to give back to their commu-

nity. Though this year has just begun, some 

seniors have already begun planning new 

projects in hopes of improving the world 

around them.  

          On September 30th, five girls from the 

SHEDI swim team and 10 boys from the 

Boys Varsity Soccer team came together to 

paint the bleachers at Washington Irvingôs 

lower field. Senior Alexia Boumis came up 

with this idea when talking to her parents 

about their past experiences in elementary 

school. After realizing how worn out the 

outdoor bleachers had become, Alexia got 

her swim team and the boys soccer team to 

collaborate and make a change. Though 

these students worked for two days painting 

the bleachers, some bleachers remained 

unfinished because the group ran out of 

supplies. The bleachers, which are now red, 

are a perfect representation of Sleepy Hol-

lowôs community spirit. With the simple act 

of painting, these students have made a big 

difference for future elementary school kids 

who can now appreciate the bleachers for 

their vibrancy. ñIt was great for the commu-

nity,ò said senior boys soccer player Chris-

tian Zhinin. ñPlus, painting the bleachers 

makes them look really nice,ò he added with 

a smile. 

          Senior Armando Cabrera has also 

been busy planning a community service 

project to help victims of Hurricane Irene. 

This devastating hurricane, which struck at 

the end of this summer, affected many fami-

lies from South Carolina up to Vermont. 

ñAfter Hurricane Irene hit, I thought of Hur-

ricane Katrina and how I was too young to 

do anything about it,ò said Armando. This 

year, Armando was determined to take 

action. At the end of the summer, he gath-

ered a group of friends to go to North Caro-

lina to  repair damaged beach homes. After 

going to his old friendôs house in Elizabeth, 

North Carolina, Armando realized just how 

bad the damage was. ñOnce I realized I 

could not do this alone, I called up a local 

Christian organization that I can send my 

profits to,ò Armando explained. Currently, 

Armando is planning fundraising events to 

raise money for those people affected by 

Hurricane Irene. He has already raised a 

large sum of money, but 

he doesnôt intend to stop 

now. Armando added 

that this is, ñjust the be-

ginning.ò  

          Kyle McGovern, 

another Sleepy Hollow 

senior, has been planning 

a community service pro-

ject that could make a big 

difference for Tarrytown and Sleepy Hol-

low businesses. Kyle hopes to gather a large 

group of students every Saturday to help out 

local businesses in these tough times. 

ñStudents can sign up for which weekend 

they are available to help out in order to get 

community service hours and to give back 

to their community. Any store can request 

our help if they need students to sweep 

floors, clean stoves, or empty boxes, for 

example,ò Kyle explained. This project 

would start in the spring, since football sea-

son will be over and the weather will be 

nice. Kyle and other students are very ex-

cited to begin this project, which they hope 

will be a big success. 

          Teachers at Sleepy Hollow are very 

proud of the work students have done in the 

community. Ms. Morrico, the senior class 

adviser, believes these projects show how 

much people can accomplish when they 

work together. ñFrom 8th grade, I heard 

rumors that the Class of 2012 was an amaz-

ing class. Over the last four years, our school 

has seen the truth behind that statement. Our 

grade has so many amazing individuals but 

what is great is when our grade comes to-

gether to use all their talents.ò It is hard to 

deny the positive impact of the work that 

Sleepy Hollow students have been doing in 

the community. Within the first month of 

school, the cross-country team and captains 

from many varsity teams have already 

helped set and clean up the town Bazaar. At 

this rate, there is no telling what amazing 

improvements Sleepy Hollow students can 

accomplish this year if they continue to 

work together to help their community.    
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          Last year, iPads were made available to all Sci-

ence Research students. Since the iPads are not the 

newest version, the school bought them for a dis-

counted price. Some students are reluctant to welcome 

the iPads into the classroom, but we think that theyôre a 

great addition to the Science Research program.  

          iPads can access the Internet and have a variety 

of learning tools and games that are interesting, interac-

tive, and relevant to a range of scientific fields. As a 

class, Science Research requires students to read 

lengthy articles quite frequently. iPads offer an eco-

friendly alternative to printing articles that can be as 

long as forty pages. Since Science Research is an op-

tional class, those students who go above and beyond 

should have access to the latest technology.  

          There have been some recent glitches with the 

iPad technology that have to be worked out, but these 

problems will surely be resolved in a timely fashion. 

Even though iPads still have some minor problems, 

times are changing and technology is becoming a staple 

in classrooms nationwide. High school students are 

already using laptops to take notes during class; iPads 

are naturally the next step to a more efficient educa-

tional experience.  

 

YES 

Issue of  the Issue 
THIS ISSUE: Are iPads a valuable investment for 

Sleepy Hollow?  

Israeli-Palestinian Conflict: An Insiderõs Perspective 
By Sara Rennert  

          Itôs difficult for me to write an 

unbiased report about the potential 

formation of a Palestinian Stateð

especially since Iôve spent about six 

weeks in the only country in the Middle 

East that is strongly against this plan for 

statehood. But here are the facts: Pales-

tinian President Mahmoud Abbas has 

sought formal recognition of a Palestin-

ian state at the United Nations Security 

Council. President Obama has stepped 

forward and called on Abbas to aban-

don the initiative and has promised to 

veto any Palestinian statehood proposal 

put before the Security Council. How-

ever, since that has happened, Abbas 

can now go directly to the 193-member 

General Assembly, which can poten-

tially grant Palestine permanent non-

member status. 

          If the Palestinians achieve state-

hood there is little hope for Israel to 

survive as both a Jewish and a peaceful 

state in the Middle East. According to 

an annual survey in an Israeli newspa-

per, Yedioth Ahronoth, nearly half of 

the Jewish public lives with a feeling of 

existential threat. With all the Arab 

states surrounding this small Jewish 

country and the imposing prospect of a 

Palestinian state, it does not come as a 

surprise that a majority of the Jews in 

Israel feel threatened. As the only de-

mocracy in the Middle East and the 

only Jewish State in the world, it is 

plain to see why Israel feels threatened, 

even without the potential formation of 

a Palestinian state. The only big brother 

Israel has is the United States, and at 

times, even the United States has a 

strained relationship with Israel. So 

how will Israel remain a peaceful state 

if Palestine achieves statehood, espe-

cially if the land Palestine acquires is 

near the Gaza Strip, the West Bank, 

and parts of Jerusalem where thousands 

of Israeli Jews already live? 

          Few teenagers in the United 

States can empathize with this position. 

My peers in the United States worry 

about what college they are going when 

they turn 18, while teenagers in Israel 

worry about whether theyôre going to 

die while serving in the I.D.F. (Israeli 

Defense Force). Teenagers in the 

United States worry about their houses 

being clean, while teenagers in Israel 

worry about their houses being 

bombed. 

          This summer, I had the opportu-

nity to visit Israel and see firsthand 

what some of my Israeli peers are go-

ing through. The program I went on, 

Nesiya, means ñjourneyò in Hebrew 

and that is exactly what we went 

through. What better way to explore the 

Israel-Palestine conflict than to discuss 

the upcoming appeal to the United Na-

tions with fellow Americans, Israelis, 

and even Arabs. Our program had the 

opportunity to spend a day talking to 

Israeli Arabs about the conflict at hand. 

Tensions rose high between the Israeli 

Jews and the Israeli Arabs and much 

could be learned from seeing these two 

opposing views sit down and express 

their opinions.  

           It is almost impossible to see eye 

to eye when two peopleôs views are so 

opposite, especially when said views 

overlap with religion, which is often a 

one-way street. However, progress can 

be accomplished, even through baby 

steps, when two opposing views sit 

down and talk to one another instead 

shooting one another.  

          Also during my journey through 

Israel, I was interested by the teenagers 

in my program who were going to join 

the Defense Force. Most of them were 

fiercely invigorated with nationalism 

and couldnôt wait to help protect their 

country. They lived for the day they 

could give up their lives to assist their 

country. From my experience, national-

ism like that is seldom found in the 

United States, but there was also a de-

cent group of Israelis joining the I.D.F. 

who were scared for their lives and for 

their country. Sure, they were full of 

nationalism and pride, but it was more 

of a silent pride, a scared pride. As an 

Israeli, knowing that there are imposing 

forces next door and so few allies, it 

must be hard to fight for something that 

seems impossible to win. 

          The Israel-Palestine conflict is no 

light subject matter. Currently, Israel 

and Palestine have resumed peace talks, 

but who knows how long it will take to 

achieve peace. And when peace is 

achieved, will it be maintained? Only 

the future will tell, but you can stay 

updated by keeping up with current 

events, by reading the newspaper, or by 

looking up articles online. 

NO 
By John Petry 

 

          iPads, although technologically superior to most 

devices in our school, face major problems regarding 

their usefulness in the classroom. The devices them-

selves are very capable machines, but they have not 

found their niche in the classroom and feel out of 

place.  

          There is no reason to have the iPads; they seem 

like another bottomless money pit. Many of the iPads 

have issues connecting to the Internet and most iPads 

in the Science Research room are currently being re-

paired to handle these constant problems. Gian Carlo 

Banting, a science research student stated, ñThey 

donôt even work; most of the time they canôt access 

the Internet. They seem more like toys than useful 

instruments of the classroom.ò  

          In addition, students are seen playing games 

like Angry Birds instead of actually accomplishing 

work for the class. The iPadôs questionable usefulness 

also brings up the budgetary issue. If money is spent 

on iPads that donôt necessarily work, why doesnôt the 

school buy things that do? Art supplies and textbooks 

could have been purchased with the money spent on 

the iPads, so was it worth it? 
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