
SLEEPY HOLLOW HIGH SCHOOL 
AP BIOLOGY 
SUMMER ASSIGNMENT 2018 
 
Welcome to AP Biology.  The summer assignment below is required of all students 
taking AP Biology.   
 
You can always contact me at Lpeltier42@gmail.com 
 
Ms. Leana Peltier 
 
 

THIS SUMMER ASSIGNMENT HAS 2 PARTS 
 
 
PART 1: JOURNAL ENTRIES:        
 
You will read the book; Why Geese Don’t Get Obese (and We Do): How Evolution’s 
Strategies for Survival Affect Our Everyday Lives.   
   
 
Wimpier, Eric P. Why Geese Don’t Get Obese (and We Do): How Evolution’s Strategies 
for Survival Affect Our Everyday Lives (1998)  Takes a look at how animals (including 
humans) have evolved strategies that to help  them survive.  
 
 
For EACH chapter of the book you will do the following: 
 

• As you read the book write one or two summary paragraphs at the end of each 
chapter, describing the major points 

• Additional questions to be answered within each journal entry (you must include 
at least 2 of the following): 
 
 How does this chapter connect to you? The class? The world? 
 What concerns do you have? 
 What do you find surprising? 
 What additional information would you like to have? 
 Include a telling quote from the chapter.   
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PART 2:  ANIMAL STUCTURE AND FUNCTION  

Over millions of years, animals have struggled to survive and as a result have 
evolved special adaptations for survival.   Form (or shape) of these adaptations are 
directly linked to their function. This is a unifying theme throughout all topics of biology.   
 
 
RESEARCH YOUR ANIMALS (4 total) and Prepare a POWERPOINT Presentation: 
 
 Choose 2 of the animal types listed below (no more than one from each CLASS) 
 -mammalia 
 -aves 
 -reptilia 
 -amphibia 
 
Choose 2 of the animal types listed below (no more than one from each PHYLA) 
 -mollusca 
 -annelida 
 -arthropoda 
 -echinodermata 
   
 
Find out all you can about the animals you chose for your project.  
 
For each animal (total of 4 animals) you chose you will highlight 4 adaptations and 
explain how their structure is linked to their function. 
 
 EX: Keep in mind this a very simplified version of what I expect from you. 
 
 LION: Class: mammalia.  A lion has a very large skull with a comparatively small 
brain size.  The skull is large and dense to accommodate large surface area for muscle 
attachment.  Since the lion is a predatory animal and needs great jaw strength the 
increased surface area for muscle attachment is vital for its successful feeding.   
 
 


